
Types	of	Marijuana	Establishments	

Establishment	Type	 Activities	
	

Proposed	Zoning	
Districts	

Retailer	 Consumer	facing;	direct	sales	 B2A,	B3,	B4,	B5,	I	

Cultivator	 Cultivate;	Process;	Package;	Transfer	to	other	Establishments	 B4,	I	

Product	Manufacturer	 Obtain;	Manufacture,	Process;	Package;	Transfer	to	other	
Establishments	

B4,	I	

Transporter	 Safe	&	Secure	Transfer	between	Establishments	 n/a	

Testing	Laboratory	 Independent;	Standards	Testing	of	Product	 B2A,	B3,	B4,	B5,	I	

Craft	Cooperative	 Type	of	Cultivator;	Massachusetts	Owned;	LLC,	LLP,	or	Corporation	 B4,	I	

Microbusiness	 Co-Located	Tier	1	Cultivator	or	Product	Manufacturer	or	both	 B4,	I	

Research	Facility	 Engage	in	Research	 B2A,	B3,	B4,	B5,	I	

Medical	Marijuana	
Treatment	Center	

Consumer	facing;	Site(s)	of	dispensing,	cultivation,	and	preparation	
of	marijuana	for	medical	use.	

B2A,	B3,	B4,	B5,	I	

	

	



Proposed	Bylaw	Elements	
	

Requirement	 Purpose	

Buffer	 An	element	of	local	control;	Ensures	that	consumer	oriented	establishments	are	sited	
appropriately	in	relation	to	schools	and	public	youth	facilities				

Density	 An	element	of	local	control;	Ensures	that	there	is	not	an	oversaturation	of	the	consumer	oriented	
establishments	in	Arlington	

Cap	 An	element	of	local	control	to	cap	the	number	of	marijuana	retailers	in	a	community;	As	
proposed,	decouples	the	cap	from	the	number	of	package	stores	licensed	in	Arlington.	

Environmental	
Design	Review	
Special	Permit	

Gives	the	Arlington	Redevelopment	Board	the	authority	to	review	and	grant	a	special	permit	for	
Marijuana	Establishments	and	Medical	Marijuana	Treatment	Centers;	Also	required	for	a	Medical	
Marijuana	Treatment	Center	that	will	convert	or	co-locate	with	adult	use.	

Production	Facility	
Limits	

Designed	to	limit	the	facility	size	and	canopy	grown	at	a	marijuana	production	facility	

Fixed	Building	 Prevents	mobile	establishments,	but	does	not	prohibit	home	deliveries	when	authorized	by	local	
and	state	licensing	

	
Licensing	Process	

	

	

• After	complete	application	is	received,	Commission	has	90	
days	to	issue	Provisional	License.	
• Municipality	must	receive	complete	application	and	has	60	
days	to	respond	with	a	statement	of	local	compliance.	
• Expedited	process	for	licensed	Medical	Marijuana	Treatment	
Centers.	

Apply	to	Cannabis	Control	
Commission	

• Application	must	demonstrate	a	community	outreach	
meeting	was	held	within	6	months	of	application.	
• Provisional	license	will	identify	conditions	that	must	be	met	
for	final	license,	including	final	local	permits	and	agreements.	

Issuance	of	Provisional	License	

• Timeline	can	vary	depending	on	local	permitting	process	and	
satisfaction	of	any	conditions	related	to	local	permitting	and	
Commission	permitting.	

Issuance	of	Final	License	

Between	the	issuances	of	the	provisional	license	and	the	final	
license,	the	following	local	approvals	must	be	secured:	

• Select	Board:	Execution	of	a	Host	Community	Agreement	
• Board	of	Health:	Marijuana	Establishment	Operating	Permit	
• Arlington	Redevelopment	Board:	Environmental	Design		

Review	Special	Permit	


